112      LORD ACTON'S HISTORICAL WORK
the British Museum which Lord Acton read and greatly prized, will give yp an annotated edition of the Lectures which will enhance their authority and furnish a fresh illustration of the genius, and industry of their author.
Modem German Historians
4*
admirable woikl in which Mi. Gooch .surveys the JL historiography of the nineteenth century reminds us not only of the extent to which the thought and knowledge of the world is indebted to the labours of historical .students, but also of the catholicity and interconnexion of the historical movement. No country can claim a monopoly. K very country has made contributions corresponding to its wealth of scientific equipment and reflecting the characteristics of its peculiar genius. It cannot even -be said that the primacy goes unchallenged, for if in the fifties and sixties, when Sybrl, Mommscn, Hdusser, Droysen, and Giescbrccht were .it the licight of their powers, the pride of place unquestionably belonged to the Germans, in the last decade of the century the most brilliant galaxy of historical talent was undoubtedly to be found on the banks, not of the Spree but of the Seine. Heie the student might listen to Rcnan on the Hebrew Text of the Old Testament, to Sore! on European diplomacy, to Paul Meyer and Gaston Paris on the mediaeval literature of the Romance nations, to Viollct on the history of law, and to Aulard on the annals of the French Revolution. Tainc was completing his brilliant historical work in the Origins of Contemporary France. VantUl,! loussaye, Masson were revealing the details of the Napoleonic age in a style which suffered little from the rich abundance of material. Luchaire had already made his name as the most finished exponent of French municipal antiquities. Rambaud and Anatolc Leroy-
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